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1. Golden Hour: The golden hour occurs shortly
after sunrise and before sunset when the sun is low in
the sky, casting a soft, warm light. This light creates
long shadows and highlights the texture in
landscapes, making your photos look more magical
and dramatic.

2. Blue Hour: The blue hour is the period of twilight
before sunrise or after sunset, where the sun is below
the horizon. The sky takes on a deep blue color,
providing a calm and serene atmosphere perfect for
capturing moody and ethereal images.

3. Rule of Thirds: By dividing your frame into nine
equal parts with two horizontal and two vertical lines,
you create a grid that helps in composing your shot.
Placing key elements along these lines or at their
intersections makes the image more balanced and
visually appealing.



4. Leading Lines: Leading lines are natural or man-made lines in a scene that
guide the viewer’s eye through the image, often leading to the main subject.
Roads, rivers, fences, and trails are common examples that help create a sense
of depth and perspective.

5. Foreground Interest: Including an interesting object or texture in the
foreground of your shot adds depth and invites the viewer into the scene. This
could be anything from rocks on a beach to flowers in a field, helping to create a
layered composition.

6. Use a Tripod: A tripod is essential for landscape photography, especially in
low light or when using long exposure times. It ensures your camera stays steady,
resulting in sharp images, and allows you to experiment with creative techniques
like slow shutter speeds.



7. Shoot in RAW: Shooting in RAW format captures all the data from your
camera's sensor, giving you more flexibility in post-processing. This is
particularly useful for adjusting exposure, white balance, and recovering
details in shadows and highlights without degrading image quality.

8. Wide-Angle Lens: A wide-angle lens captures more of the scene, making
it ideal for expansive landscapes. It can exaggerate the sense of space and
depth, but be mindful of distortion at the edges, which can make some
elements appear stretched.

9. Polarizing Filter: A polarizing filter reduces reflections from water and
glass, enhances the blue of the sky, and increases overall color saturation. It’s
a valuable tool for making your landscapes pop with vibrant colors, especially
on sunny days.



10. Neutral Density (ND) Filter: An ND filter reduces the amount of light entering the
lens, allowing for longer exposure times without overexposing the image. This is
particularly useful for creating smooth, silky effects in moving water or capturing motion
blur in clouds.

11. Aperture Settings: A small aperture (higher f-stop number like f/8 to f/16) increases
the depth of field, keeping more of the scene in focus from the foreground to the
background. This is ideal for landscapes where you want everything to be sharp and
detailed.

12. SO Settings: Keeping your ISO low reduces the amount of noise (grain) in your
images, leading to cleaner and crisper photos. In landscape photography, where you
often have ample light, or can use a tripod, a low ISO is preferable.



13. Shutter Speed: Shutter
speed controls how long your
camera’s sensor is exposed
to light. A fast shutter speed
can freeze motion, like
capturing a bird in flight, while
a slow shutter speed can blur
motion, such as creating a
misty effect in waterfalls.

14. Check Histogram: The
histogram is a graphical
representation of the
exposure in your image,
showing the distribution of
light and dark areas.
Checking it helps you avoid
overexposure (blown-out
highlights) or underexposure
(lost shadow detail) and
ensures a balanced
exposure.

15. Bracketing: Bracketing
involves taking multiple shots
of the same scene at different
exposure levels. This
technique allows you to
combine the best parts of
each exposure in post-
processing, ensuring you
capture the full range of tones
in high-contrast scenes.



16. Use Natural Frames: Framing your subject with natural elements like branches,
archways, or windows can draw attention to the main subject and add depth to your image. It
helps in directing the viewer’s eye and creating a more focused composition.

17. Weather Conditions: Different weather conditions can dramatically change the mood of a
landscape. Cloudy skies create soft, diffused light, fog adds mystery, and storms bring
dramatic skies and unique lighting, making these conditions ideal for capturing powerful
images.

18. Scout Locations: Visiting a location ahead of time allows you to plan your composition,
understand how the light interacts with the landscape, and identify potential challenges. It also
helps you determine the best times of day for shooting and anticipate any logistical needs.



19. Research Wildlife: Understanding the habits and behaviors
of wildlife in your area increases your chances of capturing them
in natural poses and environments. Knowing when and where
certain animals are most active can lead to more successful and
ethical wildlife photography.

20. Patience and Persistence: Nature photography often
requires waiting for the perfect moment, whether it’s for the right
light, the appearance of wildlife, or the ideal weather conditions.
Patience and persistence are key to capturing those rare and
beautiful shots.

21. Use a Remote Shutter Release: A remote shutter release
allows you to trigger your camera without physically touching it,
preventing camera shake. This is particularly useful for long
exposures, macro shots, or any situation where you want to
avoid even the slightest movement.



22. Focus on Details: While wide landscapes are stunning, don’t
overlook the beauty in the details. Close-ups of textures, patterns, and
small elements in nature can result in striking images that highlight the
intricate beauty of the natural world.

23. Experiment with Perspectives: Changing your shooting angle can
dramatically alter the look and feel of your photos. Try getting low to the
ground for a worm’s-eye view, or find a high vantage point for a bird’s-
eye view, each offering a different perspective on the landscape.

24. Panoramas: Panoramic shots are perfect for capturing wide,
sweeping landscapes that wouldn’t fit into a single frame. By stitching
together multiple images, you can create a broad view that conveys the
vastness of a scene.



25. Include Human Elements:
Adding a person to your
landscape can provide a sense
of scale and add an emotional
connection to the image. It helps
viewers relate to the scene and
can make the landscape appear
more grand and expansive.

26. Keep Horizons Straight: A
crooked horizon can be
distracting and take away from
the impact of your photo. Use
your camera’s built-in level or
align the horizon with the edge of
your viewfinder to ensure it’s
straight.

27. Use a Telephoto Lens: A
telephoto lens allows you to
isolate and compress elements
within a landscape, bringing
distant subjects closer and
creating a more intimate feel. It’s
ideal for focusing on specific
parts of a scene, like a mountain
peak or a distant tree.



28. Post-Processing: Editing your photos allows
you to enhance the colors, contrast, and overall
mood of your images. However, it’s important to
maintain a natural look, preserving the authenticity of
the landscape while subtly improving the final image.

29. Protect Your Gear: Outdoor conditions can be
harsh on your equipment, so it’s important to protect
it with rain covers, lens hoods, and cleaning kits.
Regular maintenance and care will ensure your gear
performs well, even in challenging environments.

30. Stay Safe: Landscape photography often takes
you into remote or rugged areas, so always be aware
of your surroundings. Check weather forecasts, bring
necessary gear, and let someone know where you’re
going to stay safe while exploring.



31. Capture Reflections: Reflections in water bodies like lakes, rivers, or
puddles can add symmetry and balance to your compositions. Look for
calm water and interesting elements to reflect, creating a mirror-like effect
that enhances the beauty of the landscape.

32. Look for Contrast: High contrast between light and shadow or
between different colors can make your images more dynamic and visually
striking. Look for scenes with a strong contrast to create bold and dramatic
photographs.

33. Photograph Seasons: The same location can look completely
different depending on the season, offering a variety of moods and
atmospheres. Capture the changes in nature throughout the year to
showcase the beauty of each season.



34. Incorporate Movement: Including elements that convey movement,
like flowing water, swaying grass, or drifting clouds, can add life to your
photos. Use slower shutter speeds to blur the motion, creating a sense of
dynamism in an otherwise still landscape.

35. Understand Light: Light is the most critical element in photography,
and understanding how it interacts with the landscape is essential. Pay
attention to how the light changes throughout the day, and learn to use it to
your advantage to enhance the mood and composition of your shots.

36. Use Filters Creatively: Beyond polarizers and ND filters, consider
experimenting with other filters like graduated ND filters, which balance
exposure between the sky and the ground. Creative use of filters can lead
to unique effects and enhance the mood of your images.



37. Backlighting: Backlighting occurs when the light source is behind your subject,
creating silhouettes or highlighting the edges of objects. This technique can add drama and
depth to your photos, especially during sunrise or sunset when the light is soft and warm.

38. Be Mindful of Composition: A well-composed image is visually pleasing and
effectively communicates your vision. Pay attention to the placement of elements, balance,
and symmetry, and avoid clutter that might distract from the main subject.

39. Practice Ethical Wildlife Photography: Respect wildlife by keeping a safe distance
and avoiding disturbing their natural behaviors. Use long lenses for close-up shots and
always prioritize the well-being of the animals and their habitat.



40. Minimalism: Sometimes, simplicity is the key to a powerful image.
Focus on a single subject or a few elements to create a minimalist
composition that emphasizes the beauty of simplicity in nature.

41. Capture the Milky Way: Night sky photography requires a clear night,
a location with little light pollution, and a long exposure to capture the stars.
Use a wide aperture and high ISO to photograph the Milky Way, creating
stunning astrophotography images.

42. Work with Shadows: Shadows can add depth, dimension, and a
sense of mystery to your landscape photos. Look for interesting shadow
patterns and use them to enhance the composition and mood of your
images.



43. Explore New Locations: Continuously seeking out new places to photograph keeps your work
fresh and exciting. Exploring unfamiliar landscapes challenges you to adapt and find new
compositions, leading to more creative and diverse photography.

44. Tell a Story: Strive to capture images that convey a mood, emotion, or narrative. Whether it’s the
majesty of a mountain range or the tranquility of a forest, aim to evoke a response from the viewer that
goes beyond just a pretty picture.

45. Understand Your Camera: Knowing your camera’s settings and capabilities allows you to react
quickly to changing conditions and get the shot you envision. Spend time practicing with your camera,
so you’re comfortable with its functions when you’re out in the field.



46. Avoid Lens Flare: Lens flare occurs when stray light enters your lens,
creating unwanted artifacts in your photo. Use a lens hood or your hand to
block the sun or other light sources, or position yourself to minimize the risk
of flare.

47. Learn from Others: Study the work of other photographers to gain
inspiration and new techniques. Analyze their compositions, lighting, and
subject choices to learn what makes their images successful, and apply
those lessons to your own photography.

48. Keep Your Equipment Ready: Always have your camera and gear
prepared for unexpected moments, whether it’s a sudden change in light or
an unexpected wildlife encounter. Keep your camera close by, with
settings adjusted for the current conditions, so you’re ready to shoot at a
moment’s notice.



49. Stay Inspired: Inspiration can
come from many sources, such as
visiting art galleries, reading
photography books, or joining
photography groups. Engaging with
other creative works and discussions
can keep your passion alive and spark
new ideas for your photography.

50. Enjoy the Process: Photography
is not just about the final image but also
the experience of being in nature and
exploring new places. Take the time to
appreciate your surroundings,
experiment, and enjoy the creative
process without the pressure of always
capturing the perfect shot.



CONTINUE YOUR LEARNING

Now it’s time to get out there and put these tips into action!

Join me on YouTube and Instagram to learn how to
elevate your landscape and nature photography to the
next level.

FOLLOW ME HERE

Happy shooting!

~ Jim Schubert

https://www.youtube.com/@SchubertPhotography
https://www.instagram.com/schubertjim

